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Congregation Mickve Israel, Savannah Georgia 
Background Information
The history of Savannah Georgia was created during the American Civil War when a general named Sherman torched everything in his way during his infamous match to the sea (Pine, 2019). Although everything was bound to be wrecked by him, he exempted Savannah which he eventually presented to the then American President Lincoln on a Christmas day as a gift. Hence, mid-twentieth century, the city commenced joined exertions to restore as well as preserve the historical structures. Thus, sundry original constructions and homes endure signs of wreckage for modern-day visitors to behold and relish. Numerous prayer houses in this city are open for public visits as despite their lengthy-time period, they are still intact. Some of the most attractive historical sites that fall in the latter group include first and one of Georgia's ancient blacks churches of African Baptist Church as well as the county's third ancient Jewish synagogue of Congregation Mickve Israel.
On July 11, 1733, the nation of Georgia was still a novel colony and the legendary forty-two people of Jews descend arrived and founded the historical Congregation Mickve Israel Synagogue (Sheini, 2018). History books record that this brave crew had left the city of London in England, five months prior, and typically comprised of Jews from Portugal besides twofold German Jewish relatives. Collectively, they pursued to find an opportunity as well as autonomy in the Novel World. However, the forty-two could not have made their way to Savannah without the help of a war veteran, General James Edward Oglethorpe. It is articulated that General James Edward Oglethorpe established Savannah in Georgia. During this period, history records that the general brought along forty-two settlers of Jewish origin who led to the establishment of Congregation Mickve Israel as aforementioned, Georgia’s third earliest Jewish synagogue. This sanctuary features inimitable gothic bravura architecture, the only one of its kind in entire America with a significant role in Jewish community of Savannah. Congregation Mickve Israel hence makes to the list of fifteen most gorgeous world’s synagogues. It is acutely entrenched in the history of Savannah, henceforward making it a fascinating historical site for both the Jewish descent besides multicultural global visitors.
When the forty-two Jewish friends first set foot in Savannah, they engaged in the first communal turn which primarily entailed divine services commencement. For this worship service to have been considered binding, two guidelines were to be in check. First, this valiant band needed a quorum or the Hebrew Minyan. The latter could be in check only if members present were 10 menfolk  (Pine, 2019). Secondly, the holy communal could be facilitated by the circumstance that the first five books of the Christian Bible were present, which is commonly referred to as the Torah Scroll among the Jews. And since the settlers had reminisced to carry the latter to Georgia, the divine services went on. 
Later, in the year 1790, the state of Georgia approved this congregation through a Charter (Sheini, 2018). It is thus this leap that inveterates the lawful standing of the third ancient Congregation of Jewish people on the American soil. Henceforth, Savannah Jewish community came to be. The community is holding a good record as well as all-round prominence in facets of cultural, saleable and political life engrained in the community. Hence, up until now, Congregation Mickve Israel is a dynamic spiritual community with its affiliation to Judaism Reformation crusade. In 1878, the Monterey Square melodramatic Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue was finally dedicated.
Site Visit Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk38362173]When I first visited Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue, before proceeding to gratify my eyes with a plethora of the celebrated glamor of the site, I noticed that all visitors had to use on-street car parks. I highly considered this to be a hole in their good services but let the thought dart off my mind. At the outset, the architecture, as well as alfresco displays, were remarkable. They were well presented, maintained and preserved right on a tetragonal. Congregation Mickve Israel makes it easier for all its visitors to appreciate a fundamental fragment of history of Savannah. On being ushered in, the presenter was convivial and all set with a fascinating and comprehensive presentation. The synagogue indeed was among the most historic temple for an exceptional tour coupled with meagre museums upstairs. I have imparted the history of the foremost Jews on American land, whom I had no idea they came from Spanish-Portuguese. On the display, the key takeaways for all visitors were an eight-foot facsimile of the vessel that carried the foremost and original Jewish settlers, and a historic artifact of a five-hundred-year-old Torah scroll believed to have been written in 1400 era (Adam, 2018). Certainly, the custom and culture of Jewish clique of Savannah are lengthy besides being a storied one.

As keynotes, my tour guide graciously gave me a dive into Georgia’s first synagogue as well as present-day synagogue. He alleged that post settling in Savannah Georgia, the first Jews in the nation might have held services in members’ homesteads until 1735 when “they met and consented to open a synagogue which they instantly christened  Kahal Kodesh Mickva Israel. A term deciphered to Holy Congregation Hope of Israel. While the term Mickva Israel hailed from the biblical book of Jeremiah 17:13 (Haftara). Also, the name mirrored a messianic book of hope Mickve Israel, that was inscribed by the revered Rabbi Manase ben Israel”, acknowledged my tour guide. Ultimately, the congregation rented a house which they demarcated to permit steady services in face of unsolved huddles. For instance, in 1793, the rent became felonious when one member of the congregation was asked to submit his business and goods to cover the debts (Adam, 2018). This prompted them to lack a formal synagogue and led them to retreat to prior in-house services per member residence, although with loyal few who could guard corporate distinctiveness as well as existence.
Later, in the dawn of 1818, the Savannah Jewish population had grown to immense numbers leading to pressure to own a synagogue building. One of the principal spirits for this movement Dr. De la Motta who had recently found residence in the city, traded the meagre seven up to eight buildings the congregation owned and had little interest in with a lease to a reputable construction mechanic for eight years upon majority vote cast by members. This was in an attempt to have the congregation own a synagogue building on a land lot Savannah city had offered to the congregation. The Dr. consecrated this first synagogue on July 21, 1820 (Adam, 2018). Unfortunately, on December 4, 1829, this trivial wooden synagogue was razed down by inferno but miraculously the ark and the Torah Scroll were salvaged without any spot of damage. New efforts to rebuild commenced in 1834 and a novel brick and mortar synagogue was established on the same spot. As one of the synagogue relics of antiquity, the present-day silver pointers utilized by the congregation throughout weekly Torah construing were a gift to the synagogue, courtesy of Dr. De la Motta.
Contrarily, the story of Congregation Mickve Israel is incomplete without the reformation movement account. Despite the already underway reform movement in the first half of nineteenth century, reformation slowly crawled into the Congregation Mickve Israel congregants but after a while transformation, Judaism became a reality. The transformations included introduction of choirs utilizing musical adjunct in omission of second-day merriments; Optional canopy festivity in bridal, and acceptance of hatless members in service.

Finally, the growing congregation demanded a bigger space for all services and in 1876, the present-day Congregation Mickve Israel cornerstone was laid leading to its consecration in 1878 at Monterey Square (Adam, 2018). The splendid sanctuary was fundamentally designed to take after the neo-Gothic elegance of up-to-the-minute architecture in the era of Victoria. This magnificent design is attributed to the revered New Yorker and architect Henry G. Harrison. The synagogue shares space with a neo-Gothic Presbyterian church which in 1929 was razed by fire. 
Notable Trip Facts
My trip visit at Congregation Mickve Israel, Savannah Georgia was purely an informative excursion. A midst the enjoyment and eating my way through Savannah via frequent pop into food stores as well as cafeterias that were dedicated to serving trustworthy southern classics, I had clear and articulate educational objectives to meet. In this guided historical site visit at Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue, I aimed to achieve several objectives including familiarizing with the dominant cultural heritage at the synagogue; Collecting information related to Congregation Mickve Israel physical environments as well as its immediate surroundings. Also, I intended to find out the condition of the environment of Congregation Mickve Israel as well as its intricate. Lastly, I looked forward to collecting information related to efforts as well as initiatives adhered to conserve and promote Congregation Mickve Israel and associated intricate.
In my quest to meeting my aforementioned objectives at a limited and closely measured time limit of forty-five minutes, with a recommended contribution of six dollars per visitor, I embraced the use of interview, observation, old data consultation as well as concerned places and stuffs photo taking as methods of data collection. Thus, based on the afore inaugural presentation on the Jews people, I realized that at Congregation Mickve Israel, everything was conducted in line with the native Jewish culture right from observance of holidays to dates and days. For instance, apart from the conventional federal holidays' closure, Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue situated in the historic district of Savannah, only offered tours to its visitors exempt on Jewish holidays and the weekly Saturday sabbath. Consequently, amidst visitors’ tour at the synagogue, all were invited for a Jewish service, and the temple complex structure was notable for its front which was deemed to be on the side towards Jerusalem.
Also, suppose one was interested in inquisitive details about the sanctuary worship services, it was affirmative that the front of the synagogue’s direction was an intentional architectural construction to facilitate worshipers recite specific prayers when facing that direction. Likewise, the religious custom at Congregation Mickve Israel upheld use of original Hebrew terms for all the temple relics and objects such as Aron Kodesh which is a decline in the wall that houses the Torah Scrolls and hired rabbi who is a community member that offers leadership, edification and guidance (Wertheimer, 2018).
Interview was a key tool in my toolbox of data collection methods that I often applied at Congregation Mickve Israel site to accomplish my tour visit. In the process of collecting the necessary information to meet my handpicked primary objectives, I courteously interrogated my tour guide and individuals I could meet. Generally, I had some questions for the Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue rabbi to acquaint myself with the culture of Jews people. Also, among my other source persons were the resident folks as well as personnel at the security section.
Correspondingly, very meticulously I observed the synagogue's stylish architectural designs, its modish roofs and walls, drinking water sources, the surroundings and the carnal environment. Similarly, I was exhilarated to have a look at the Gothic synagogue’s 1733 Torah Scrolls as well as additional valued assets of the congregation such as James Madison, George Washington among other presidents’ letters that were on exhibition in Mickve Israel Museum (Levy & Belzer, 2017). In one of the letters, to be specific a letter from President George Washington, Levi Shaftall the then congregation chief had jot it to congratulate the American president on his undisputed approbation appointment to the country’s presidential dignity. It is the immediate answer that the president dispatched addressed to the Hebrew congregation in Savannah that everyone was privileged to see and read. In his response, the president analogously compared the sovereign Deity that had delivered Israelites from the Egyptian Pharaoh to alike Divinity that had made America an independent nation. He wished the congregation Devine blessings with a prayer for other denominations to find shelter in the God of the Jews people as well as their spiritual and temporal benedictions (Wasserman, 2019). 
Also, my attention was greatly drawn to the crowd of cheerful visitors around. Accordingly, I collected the already available data from the synagogue’s archives, religious placards and inscriptions on the walls. Lastly, to facilitate a comprehensive study as well as enlightening report writing on the historic Congregation Mickve Israel visit, I took pictures of the synagogue’s complex and surrounding places using a handheld camera.
Up until my departure following my visit at Congregation Mickve Israel Savannah, I established that the synagogue and the entire surroundings of Congregation Mickve Israel complex not only deserves to be accorded a historical site title but also a cultural as well as archeological recognition label as it represented the highest ideal of Jewish folks’ hood. The synagogue neighboring is pollution-free with appropriately managed waste and hygiene conditions. This national and global heritage has successfully thrived to effectively utilize visitors’ donations as well as inherent businesses to promote and protect Congregation Mickve Israel's historical site. As a way of giving back to society, the Congregation Mickve Israel, Savannah Georgia through Mickve Israel volunteers ensures a hundred plus school-aged progenies who could otherwise succumb to malnutrition post-school closer are provided with a bag jam-packed with a nourishing weekend meal every week as well as planned book fair (Fain, 2011).
In conclusion, post my captivating visit at Congregation Mickve Israel, Savannah, it was palpable that the history of Georgia holds more gratitude to its creators for modeling it than just creating. For instance, Savannah city is the home of glory and glamor for prolific tourists. The city hosts some of the world’s fascinating historical buildings such as Old Fort Jackson besides Pulaski National monument, where visitors could enjoy remarkable battlements, moats besides stunning tributary views. These twofold ramparts are famous for having endured numerous combats. Similarly, the historical cemeteries of Savannah can greatly impact one with insight into Georgia's city history. The latter is Colonial Park Cemetery and Bonaventure.  Lastly, Georgia is home for ancient state landmarks for tourists interested in and spellbound by historical homes with authentic fittings. In a nutshell, today, Savannah, Georgia glory in rich historical heritage with pride annealed with unpretentiousness. Hence, the country tops the list of great excursion sites that can broaden up students' database of skills as well as knowledge. Likewise, I learned that the admired well-heeled history of Georgia could be integral in developing a sense of responsibility and accountability in the community. Equally, Georgia’s historical heritage could profoundly outspread knowledge vistas for nature lovers, geography enthusiasts as well as students. Concerning my trip at Congregation Mickve Israel synagogue, the narrations and the story of the forty-two Jewish friends are bound to inspire teamwork otherwise group work, thus a plus to the numerous lessons of Georgia’s history.
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